
 
 

 
 
 

 

Tobacco’s Impact on Wisconsin 
 

The personal and financial toll 

 

It Matters: 

 

Tobacco Use by the Numbers 
 

 19.6% of adults in Wisconsin smoke1 

 6,900 Wisconsin kids (under 18) become new daily smokers each year2 

 14% of pregnant women in Wisconsin smoke, compared to 10% in the U.S3 

 
The Price of Addiction is Too High  
 

 7,300 Wisconsin adults die each year from their own smoking4 

 900 Wisconsin non-smoking adults die each year from secondhand smoke exposure5 

 
We All Pay 
 

 $2.02 billion 
      —  Annual healthcare costs in Wisconsin directly caused by smoking6 

 $9.53 per pack 
      —  Cost per pack of cigarettes to Wisconsin citizens in smoking-related healthcare costs  
            and lost productivity  
 

      —  Wisconsin’s cigarette tax increased to $2.52 per pack on September 1, 2009. This 
            covers just 26% of the state’s smoking-related costs 7 

 
It’s a Battle of Influence 
 

 $276.1 million – Big Tobacco’s annual marketing expenditures in Wisconsin8 

 $6.85 million – Wisconsin’s annual commitment to Tobacco Prevention and Control9 

 
 

We know what works.  

The burden of tobacco in Wisconsin  
can be decreased using research-tested strategies.  

 
 

Tobacco use is the leading cause of death and disease in Wisconsin.  

It doesn’t have to be. 
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