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Coalition History: 

The South Central Wisconsin Tobacco Free Coalition (SCWTFC) was created in 2010 due to a state reorganization of coalitions that resulted from massive funding cuts (55%).  The coalition is a collaboration between Adams, Juneau, Richland, and Sauk Counties.  

Mission:

“The South Central Wisconsin Tobacco Free Coalition aggressively pursues the elimination of tobacco use by partnering with communities to prevent tobacco use among youth, eliminate second-hand smoke, and support local and state policies that encourage tobacco prevention.”
Organizational Structure:

1. Executive Committee (Health Officers) - Oversee grant objective progress and make executive decisions regarding coalition activities
· Sarah Grosshuesch - Adams County 


· Barb Theis - Juneau County

· Marianne Stanek - Richland County

· Cindy Bodendein - Sauk County

2.  Coalition as a whole – Guide coalition activities and serve as liaisons within the community.

· Coordinator – MacKensie Pampuch 
· WI Wins (Adams, Juneau, Richland Counties)- Tara Herritz
· WI Wins (Sauk County) – MacKensie Pampuch 
· Liaison to Executive Committee – Barb Theis
· Coalition Members & Supporters - Carry out and support specific actions within the community.
Meetings:

The Burden of Tobacco: 

Tobacco use causes substantial human suffering 

It is the most preventable cause of disease and death 

Tobacco addiction is a chronic disease 

Annually, 210 people die from illnesses directly related to smoking in the four county area 

Why Are Tobacco Control Coalitions so Important? 

Enhance local tobacco control efforts by mobilizing communities, advocating for policy and changing social norms about tobacco 

Build an ongoing power base 

Increase resources 

Increase the impact by collaborating with multiple partners 

Provides credible and expert information on tobacco related issues 

Role of the Coalition: 

Educate community, local, state, and federal policy makers 

Promote clean indoor air /tobacco-free policies 

Promote a reduction in the prevalence of youth tobacco use by restricting youth access to tobacco products 

Involve youth in tobacco control coalition activities 

Who We Are: 

Community members 

Public and private health organizations 

Educators 

Business leaders 

Mental health, medical, social work, dental professionals 

Law enforcement 

Ministry 

Youth 
How Can I Help?

South Central Wisconsin Tobacco-Free Coalition is currently looking for volunteers to participate in the following activities:

· Attend a coalition meeting

· Meet with legislators

· Write letters to policy makers

· Share resources/information with colleagues

· Educate local and state governments

· Organize a legislative forum or town hall meeting

· Engage 18-24 year olds in tobacco prevention activities

· Conduct a “New Product Watch” in one of the six counties

· Write a letter to the editor

· Provide assistance to workplaces

· Conduct a presentation on Other Tobacco Products

· Respond to smoke-free air policy questions

· Supply businesses with smoke-free air materials

· Conduct presentations

· Hold a press conference

· Write a press release

· Work with print and television reporters on a feature story

· Start a FACT group

· Recruit FACT members

· Volunteer with a FACT group

· Help implement the 2011 Strategic Recruitment Plan

· Help with the 2012 Strategic Recruitment Process

· Promote coalition activities and successes

· Help add to the list of tobacco prevention supporters

· Conduct a presentation on the burden of tobacco

· Develop collaborative partnerships with existing groups in the community

· Create a newspaper insert to educate the community and gain supporters

· Conduct a media editorial board visit

· Become a guest columnist is the local newspaper

· Call your legislator and provide education on tobacco prevention

· Meet with Law Enforcement and provide tobacco prevention education

· Write a letter to business leaders

· Train supporters to give a presentation on tobacco prevention activities

· Promote tobacco control listservs

· Have supporters’ complete postcards

· Take pictures of tobacco product placement

· Provide SmokeCheck.org resources to tobacco retailers

And this is just the beginning!  Coordinators are always ready to provide helpful information.
South Central Wisconsin Tobacco-Free Coalition has a place for you!
“How Can I Help?” Resources - Writing LTEs (Letters to the Editor)

Why write a Letter to the Editor?
· They are a quick and easy way to provide public information!

· You can control what is being printed.
· They are a quick and easy way to provide public information.
· Newspapers are fairly good about running letters, especially in smaller communities.

· People read them – the opinion page is the second most popular page read after the front page.

How do I write one?
Three parts; the lead, body and conclusion
· The Lead:  Keep your opening paragraph short and punchy.  Example:  “The Centers for Disease Control’s report yesterday showing that smoke-free laws reduce heart attacks is exactly why Our Town needs to act…”

· The Body:  Use the bulk of the letter to repeat the primary message.  The goal of a letter or column is to repeat our central message and not attack critics.
Tobacco Prevention and Control Key Messages:

1. Everyone has the right to breathe clean, smoke-free air.

2. Tobacco taxes save lives and money.

3. The Tobacco Prevention and Control Program is paying dividends for Wisconsin’s health.

· The Conclusion:  Repeat the positive message and end with a call to action.  Example:  “Smoke-free air is a good health policy and good business.  We need our community leaders to understand the positive impact smoke-free policies can have on our families, employees, and visitors.  In fact, our lives depend on it.”
In a letter to the editor, you’ll only have 250 words. The body should include a positive

message and a brief background. In a column, you’ll have 500 words. Include four or five

paragraphs to summarize your main messages then use facts to back those messages up.

Note:  Sample LTEs can be found at http://archive.tobwis.org/coalitions/index.php?cid=54 
Helpful Acronyms and Terms to Know

CDC – Centers for Disease Control

FACT – Fight Against Corporate Tobacco

OTP – Other Tobacco Products

TPCP – Tobacco Prevention and Control Program

LTE – Letters to the Editor

JFC – Joint Committee on Finance

WI Wins – Wisconsin Wins

SFA – Smoke-free air (used to be referred to as CIA – Clean Indoor Air)

Best Practices – strategies or interventions that have demonstrated effective outcomes.

Big Tobacco – The tobacco industry and its allies

Tobwis – Tobacco Control Resource Center for Wisconsin website (www.tobwis.org)

Advocacy – When an individual’s engage in dialogue about an issue they care about. It can occur in many forms - - speaking out, letter writing, protesting, voting, and even wearing a t-shirt that makes a statement.

Lobbying – Any attempt to influence any legislation through communication with any member or employee of a legislative body or any government official or employee who may participate in the formulation of the legislation, only if the principal purpose is to influence legislation. 

 Two required elements for Advocacy to be considered lobbying: Communication must refer to a specific piece of legislation And it must reflect a view on that legislation.

Grassroots – local organizations or people that initiate action in their community

Grasstops – community leaders who can influence others

Disparities – inequities in health; an unequal impact on specific populations and demographics.
Resources for More Information
South Central Wisconsin Tobacco Free Coalition Website

http://scwtobaccofree.org 

South Central Wisconsin Tobacco Free Coalition Facebook page

http://www.facebook.com/ScwTobaccoFreeCoalition
Tobacco Control Resource Center for Wisconsin

http://tobwis.org/
Department of Health Services – Tobacco Prevention and Control Program

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tobacco/informationData.htm 

FACT (Fighting Against Corporate Tobacco)

www.fightwithfact.com 

Smoke Free Wisconsin

http://smokefreewi.org/
Clear Gains

http://www.wismokefreehousing.com/
Health First Wisconsin

http://healthfirstwi.org/
Wisconsin Better Smoke-free

http://www.wibettersmokefree.com/
American Lung Association

http://www.lungusa.org/ 

Printed Name______________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number_______________________ E-mail address: ________________________________

(All information is kept confidential)

    Executive Committee


3rd Friday of the month (unless noted)


12:30pm-1:30pm


Sauk County Health Dept. Room 306





    Coalition Meetings 2015


Adams County Community Center


September 17th 11-12pm


2016 schedule TBD 





We welcome any community member or organization who is interested in tobacco prevention to join the SCW Tobacco Free Coalition.  We value your input and expertise in helping us achieve our goal of reducing the burden of tobacco in our communities, through education and advocacy.








Volunteer Opportunities (optional)


Please let us know how you would like to be involved in this initiative – check the activities below that you would like to help with.  Note that the activities will be occurring throughout the year.  We may be contacting you immediately or later, depending on how you want to be involved.


____Become a member of the South Central Wisconsin Tobacco Free Coalition


____Meet with legislators


____Write letters to policy makers


____Share resources/information with colleagues


____Educate local and state governments


____Engage 18-24 year olds in tobacco prevention activities


____Conduct “New Product Watch” in one of the four counties


____Write letter to the editor


____Write press releases


____Work with print and television reporters on a feature story


____Start a FACT group or recruit FACT members


____Help with the 2012 Strategic Recruitment Process


____Call your legislator and provide education on tobacco prevention


____Write letter to business leaders


____Take pictures of tobacco product placement


____Promote coalition activities and successes


____Conduct a presentation on the burden of tobacco


____Please contact us to talk about other possible volunteer opportunities








For more information check out our website www.scwtobaccofree.org or contact MacKensie Pampuch, Tobacco Coordinator at 608-847-9373 or via e-mail at mpampuch@co.juneau.wi.us 

